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no teacher but myself. All kinds of song spring unpremeditated
to my lips; and I feel that I could sing for you as I could sing for a
god. Think twice, therefore, before you cut my throat. Besides,
your own son Telemachus could tell you that I never came to
your house of my own free will or for pay to sing at the Suitors'
banquets, but only because brute force and numbers dragged
me there.'
Prince Telemachus was near enough to Odysseus to overhear
this appeal and quickly called out to his father:' Stop 1 The man
is innocent. Don't put him to the sword. And Medon the herald,
"who always looked after me at home when I was a boy, is an-
other we must spare, unless indeed he has already been killed by
Philoetius or the swineherd, or met you as you stormed through
the hall.'
His words reached the herald's ears. For Medon, wise in his
generation, had wrapped himself up in the fresh hide of an ox
and lay cowering under a high chair, where he had retired to
escape destruction. He promptly emerged from this refuge and
throwing off the hide made a dash for Telemachus, whom he
clasped by the knees and implored for mercy: 'My dear lad,
here I am. Spare me, and speak for me to your father. Don't let
him kill me with that cruel sword, irresistible as he is and mad-
dened by this gang who ate him out of house and home and
hadn't even the sense to treat you with respect.'
Odysseus in his wisdom smiled at the man and said:(Dismiss
your fears. My son has saved you from thejaws of death to teach
you the lesson, which I hope you'll take to heart and preach,
that virtue is a better policy than vice. Now quit the hall, you
and the songful music-maker. Into the court with you out of
this carnage, and sit there till I've done the work I have to do
indoors.9
The two made offat once out of the hall into the open air and
seated themselves at the altar of Zeus, peering about on every
side and still expecting sudden death. Odysseus also took a good
look round his house to see whether any survivors were hiding
to escape their fate. But he found the whole company dead

